
Orwell categories Orwell’s descriptors OPP categories # OPP criteria

Proximity and location Only two minutes from a bus stop Proximity and location 1 Two minutes from public transport (or car park)

On a side-street 2 Within 15 minute walk (1km) of work/home/etc

Clientele (“culture”) Consists mostly of ‘regulars’ Culture 3 High proportion of regulars

Fairly large clientele 4 Well-patronised, well-known pub

No drunks and rowdies 5 Active management (control of drunks and 
rowdies; pandemic management plan; etc)

Go for conversation as much as for the beer 6 Conversation main activity

Women and children welcomed 7 Women, children and dogs welcomed

“Atmosphere” Architecture and fittings uncompromisingly 
Victorian

“…solid, comfortable ugliness of the nineteenth 
century…"

Physical environment 8 “Character” and individual external and 
internal architecture

“Victorian lay-out…There are a public [front] 
bar, a saloon bar, a ladies’ bar, a [bottle 
department]…and, upstairs, a dining-room”

9 Distinct and separated bars/rooms; bar stools 
in front bar; tables and chairs &/or comfortable 
chairs in saloon bars

“…a good fire burning in at least two of the 
bars…”

10 Air-conditioning; windows that open; open fire 
in winter

Large ‘beer’ garden with plane tree,  slide and 
swing for children

“…plane trees…” 11 Well designed open-air garden with large 
shade tree(s); clean, well-maintained garden 
furniture“…little green tables with iron chairs…”

“…swings and a chute [slippery-dip] for the 
children”

12 Facilities (eg play equipment) for children

Quiet enough to talk “…no radio or pieno…” Entertainment 13 No music or low volume

14 No screen or sound generally muted

15 Not a regular music venue

Games played only in the public [front] bar 16 Darts/pool/computer games only in front bar

17 If any, gaming room separate and 
inconspicuous

Barmaids… “…know most of their customers by name and 
take an interest in everyone”; “….they call 
everyone “dear”, irrespective of age or sex…”

Staff 18 Engaged staff; greeting; no waiting for service

“…all middle-aged women…” 19 Diversity in staff (gender, race, culture etc)

Creamy stout on tap, served in pewter pots Drinks and food 20 Good range of beers, spirits, wines; staff 
knowledgeable on regular beers, wines

Particular about glasses Handled glasses, pewter and pink china mugs 21 Clean and appropriate glassware; staff 
knowledgeable on glassware

Bar snacks available Liver-sausage sandwich, mussels etc 22 Light bar lunch available

Good solid lunch Roast meat, two veg, jam roll 23 Substantial dinner menu available

“Three shillings” (affordable) 24 Affordable (<$25) lunch or dinner

Tobacco, cigarettes, aspirin, stamps etc sold Other 25 Other; eg book library, newspapers, weekly 
barber…


